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City of Palmer, Alaska 
Regular City Council Meeting 

October 26, 2021, at 7:00 PM 
City Council Chambers 

231 W. Evergreen Avenue, Palmer 
www.palmerak.org 

AGENDA 

A. CALL TO ORDER

B. ROLL CALL

C. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
1. Approval of Consent Agenda

a. Resolution No. 21-036: Authorizing the City Manager to Accept, Appropriate and Execute a
Homeland Security Grant in the Amount of $75,794 to Palmer Fire Department for Wi-Fi and
Electronic Door Lock Systems at Palmer Fire & Rescue Buildings

b. Action Memorandum No. 21-060: Authorize the City Manager to pay the United States
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the State of Alaska Department of Environmental
Conservation (DEC) $15,350 in stipulated penalties for violations of the 2016 United States of
America and the State of Alaska v. City of Palmer Consent Decree, Civil Action No. 3:16-cv-
00204-TMB

E. COMMUNICATIONS AND APPEARANCE REQUESTS

F. REPORTS
1. City Manager’s Report
2. Mayor’s Report
3. City Clerk’s Report
4. City Attorney’s Report

a. Discussion with Scott Brandt-Erichsen

G. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION

H. PUBLIC HEARINGS
1. Ordinance No. 21-017: Amending Palmer Municipal Code 4.15.060 to Modify Residency

Requirements For Certain Employee Positions
2. Ordinance No. 21-018: Amending Palmer Municipal Code 2.04.065 to Modify the Appointment

Process

I. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Mayor Edna B. DeVries 
Deputy Mayor Steve Carrington  
Council Member Richard W. Best 
Council Member Sabrena Combs 
Council Member Brian Daniels 
Council Member Pamela Melin 
Council Member Jill Valerius 

City Attorney Michael Gatti 
City Manager John Moosey 
Interim City Clerk Nichole Degner 

1

http://www.palmerak.org/


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
City of Palmer, Alaska: October 26, 2021, City Council Regular Meeting Agenda Page 2 of 2 

J. NEW BUSINESS
1. Committee of the Whole: Presentation of the 2022 Budget (note: action may be taken by the

Council following the Committee of the Whole)
a. City of Palmer Budget
b. City of Palmer Pay Plan
c. City of Palmer Fee Schedule
d. City of Palmer Fine Schedule
e. City of Palmer Capital Improvement Program

K. RECORD OF ITEMS PLACED ON THE TABLE

L. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION

M. EXECUTIVE SESSION
1. Matters, the Immediate Knowledge of Which Would Clearly Have an Adverse Effect Upon the Finances

of the Public Entity and Matter which by Law, Municipal Charter, or Ordinances are Required to be
Confidential – In Consideration of Legal Contract Negotiations

N. COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS

O. ADJOURNMENT

Tentative Future Palmer City Council Meetings 

Meeting 
Date 

Meeting 
Type Time Notes 

Nov 9 Special 6 pm Budget 
Nov 9 Regular 7 pm 

Nov 23 Special 6 pm Budget 
Nov 23 Regular 7 pm 
Nov 30 Special 6pm Budget 
Dec 7 Special 6pm 

Dec 14 Special 6pm 
Dec 14 Regular 7pm 
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City of Palmer  
Resolution No. 21-036 

Subject:  Authorizing the City Manager to Accept, Appropriate and Execute a Homeland Security Grant in the 
Amount of $75,794 to Palmer Fire Department for Wi-Fi and Electronic Door Lock Systems at Palmer Fire & Rescue 
Buildings 

Agenda of: October 26, 2021 

Council Action: ☐ Approved ☐ Amended: ____________________________________
☐ Defeated

Originator Information: 

Originator: Chad Cameron, Fire Chief 
Department Review: 

Route to: Department Director: Signature: Date: 
Community Development 

X Finance 10/15/2021 
X Fire 10/13/2021 

Police 
Public Works 

Certification of Funds: 

Total amount of funds listed in this legislation: $ 75,794.00 
 

This legislation (√): 
√ Creates revenue in the amount of: $ 75,794 
√ Creates expenditure in the amount of: $ 75,794 

Creates a saving in the amount of: $ 
Has no fiscal impact 

Funds are (√): 
 Budgeted Line item(s): 
√ Not budgeted 09-00-00-3359 HLS Grant-Fire; 09-01-10-7128 HLS SHSP Grant-Fire

 

Director of Finance Signature: 

Approved for Presentation By: 
Signature: Remarks: 

City Manager 
City Attorney 
City Clerk 
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Attachment(s): 
1. Resolution No. 21-036

Summary Statement/Background: 

On October 8, 2021, Palmer Fire & Rescue was awarded a State of Alaska Homeland Security Grant to replace 
the old combination door locks of the Palmer Fire & Rescue buildings with electronic, RFID chip reader locks.  The 
existing combination locks are in need of replacement due to malfunction. 

The grant awarded includes Wi-Fi services at all Palmer Fire & Rescue locations, RFID chip reader electronic locks 
(with combination and keyed entry as a redundancy), RFID Cards with printer and installation of the system.   

In the past, Palmer Fire & Rescue has experienced theft issues.  The increased security offered by the electronic 
door locks provided by the awarded grant would allow identification and time when the building was accessed 
and the ability to allow or deny access to individuals quickly. 

Administration’s Recommendation: 

Approve Resolution No. 21-036 
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CITY OF PALMER, ALASKA 

Resolution No. 21-036 

A Resolution of the Palmer City Council Authorizing the City Manager to Accept, Appropriate 
and Execute the 2021 Grant Awarded from the State of Alaska, Department of Military and 
Veterans Affairs, Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management’s Homeland 
Security Program in the Amount of $75,794 for the Purchase and Installation of Wi-Fi and 
Electronic Door Lock Systems in the Palmer Fire & Rescue Buildings. 

WHEREAS, the City of Palmer Fire & Rescue provides fire protection and response to calls for service for 
the citizens of Palmer; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Palmer Fire & Rescue needs to replace malfunctioning door locks at their locations; 
and 

WHEREAS, the City of Palmer Fire & Rescue needs to improve monitoring access into its buildings; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Palmer Fire & Rescue has been awarded $75,794 from the State of Alaska 
Homeland Security Program for the purchase and installation of a security door lock system. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Palmer City Council hereby authorizes the City Manager to 
accept, appropriate and execute the Homeland Security Program grant funds awarded by the State of 
Alaska, Department of Military and Veterans Affairs, Division of Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management’s Homeland Security Program in the amount of $75,794 for the purchase and installation 
of Wi-Fi and electronic door lock systems in the Palmer Fire & Rescue buildings. 

Approved by the Palmer City Council this ____ day of ___________, 2021. 

________________________ 
Edna B. DeVries, Mayor 

_____________________________ 
Shelly Acteson, CMC, City Clerk 

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY 
Introduced by: Chad Cameron 

Date: 10/26/2021 
Action:  

Vote: 
Yes: No: 
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City of Palmer 
Action Memorandum No. 21-060 

Subject:  Authorize the City Manager to pay the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the 
State of Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) $15,350 in stipulated penalties for violations of 
the 2016 United States of America and the State of Alaska v. City of Palmer Consent Decree, Civil Action No. 3:16-
cv-00204-TMB

Agenda of: October 26, 2021 

Council Action: ☐ Approved ☐ Amended: ____________________________________
☐ Defeated

Originator Information: 

Originator: Jude Bilafer, Director of Public Works 
 

Department Review: 

Route to: Department Director: Signature: Date: 
Community Development 

X Finance 10/15/2021 
Fire 
Police 

X Public Works 7 October 2021 

Certification of Funds: 

Total amount of funds listed in this legislation: $ 15,350 
 

This legislation (√): 
 Creates revenue in the amount of: $ 
√ Creates expenditure in the amount of: $ 15,350 

Creates a saving in the amount of: $ 
Has no fiscal impact 

Funds are (√): 
√ Budgeted Line item(s): 02-01-50-6027 

Not budgeted 

Director of Finance Signature: 

Approved for Presentation By: 
Signature: Remarks: 

City Manager 
City Attorney 
City Clerk 
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Attachment(s): 
1. Demand for Payment of Stipulated penalties letter

Summary Statement/Background: 

On December 22, 2016, the United States District Court for the District of Alaska entered a Consent Decree 
between the United States, State of Alaska, and the City of Palmer, Alaska. The Consent Decree settled Plaintiffs’ 
claims for violations of the Clean Water Act (CWA) at the City’s wastewater treatment plant (WWTP). 

The Consent Decree contains provisions requiring the City to take various measures to comply with its National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit issued by the Alaska Department of Environmental 
Conservation (ADEC). This permit authorizes the discharge of pollutants under various conditions and subjects 
the discharges to limitations, including effluent limits, sampling, and reporting requirements. There were six 
NPDES permit violations for exceeding ammonia, total suspended solids, and flow. These violations ranged from 
$350 to $2,500 per violation and totaled $7,850. 

The Consent Decree also requires the City of Palmer to dredge lagoon 2 every year by 31 May. Due to mechanical 
failure of the City’s dredge, unavailable spare parts, and unavailable backup dredges, the City of Palmer did not 
complete the required dredging in 2021. As a result, no dredging was accomplished the final 15 days in May. The 
stipulated penalties for this violation are $500 per day. Total penalty for this violation is $7,500.  

Between the six NPDES violations and the dredging violations, the stipulated penalties total $15,350. 

In accordance with the Consent Decree, these penalties will be paid 50% to the United States and 50% to the 
State of Alaska. Therefore, Palmer is required to pay $7,675 to EPA (United States) and $7,675 to ADEC (State of 
Alaska). 

The City of Palmer is currently constructing two large clarifiers at the Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) which 
are scheduled to be completed summer of 2022. These clarifiers, along with the recently constructed MMBR, will 
significantly upgrade the WWTP’s capabilities and will significantly reduce the possibility of future violations of this 
nature. 

Administration’s Recommendation:  

Approve Action Memorandum No. 21-060. 

8



��������������������	
������
�������������
�������
	����
���

����
��
����
�����	����� !"��#
$�� %���
&�'��
	������
��(��&���
�'��
������	����������������
�����	����� ���	
���)
(�

�*���	
���)
(�

+���������(�����,����$� -(�-..�.!-/�0�� )
��&��������
������'��1���
&��
����
	��)
���������	
�$�� 2��)
(
�3
�������.� ����
�%���
&�'��
	������
��(�����3
���������
���������
��������
(�������
�(��*���+���&���
�'��
������	��*4'��
5+�����3
���������
���	��'��
�)
1���
��������������
�������	
�������*�)��+���&���
������������
��*4���
�5+�
��
�
&��������
�3��
-�
�����
&����	
���)
(�

�����
	���
���
�
&���������	������
���
����
���(�����(��&������������	�������
�(���6	�,��������������������������'�	�
���
�����*4,�)�'��
����5+���2������!���.������
����	����
������&���(����������
����	
���)
(�

�7	�
��
�
&���'
(�����89������
����	
���)
(�

��
:���
	����
�����1��	��1���
&�1
����
	�����(
�������������	������
����	
���)
(�

��&���	�,�)�'��
�������/��	��
��
��(��	�����
	��������&
��&�����	��1���
&�1
����
	���������
�6	���������	������
����	
���)
(�

��	���&���
&��3��3������
�%���
&�'��
	��&�'��
������	����;<=>?@A<BC�DBEA@<=BF�GHI�JA=@?IB�<H�KL>@BLBE<�KE<BI=L�MBAF?IBF�� ����1�����
������
����	
���)
(�

��
:���
	����
�������1�
�
������
�����
	��
	�1����������
���	�����������	
(��&���(�����
�	������	�����������1�����
���������
����	
���)
(�

�������
������'
1�
�3
���.���.�.�����
��7	��
:���
&������1�
�
�����
�N�����)�
&������&�����������
�
����������(�
&�	��11
�&�O��������
����	
���)
(�

���/�
�N�����)�
&������&�����������
�
���������(��&
	��)�
&������������
�(�������7��(��	��
	�	������7	$�� /�
�����6	�
O�	�����&�
&�
��	�������&�(��&�������/�
�&�
&�
��	�3

��7
���������
&���&���
�������	�1��(���
���&&�
		��������
��(
��

&	������
�������/�
���������
�&	����1��(�	
�7
��1��	�������
�&�
&�
������
���
�����3�
������
�	�
���������
��3��������1��(���
�����
��(
��&������
1��	�	��

&
&��/�
������������
��7����1��(�	
������
���������7
��1��	�������
�&�
&�
������
�7���
������.�.P�.���������������-��&�����
��(�������/�
	
�1��	�7����3
����3�
���-	��
�����	1������.���&�
&������1
�����	��8����
�
�
��������
(���(�������
���3(��1�&�
&�
�(��3
�3�������������(������
�&�
&�����
9



����������	�

�
�����������������
�����������������
�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
������������������������
������� �����!�����������������������������������
���������������������������!������������������������������"�������#�����������������������������������������
���������������������������������"�������#����������$
����������������%������������������������������
��&�������'����� �(��������� �)������� �����#�������"�������#��������������������������������������������*�����
���������������%�������������������������������
���������
������������
����
�������������������������������%
�������"����� ��������� �
������������������
��++������������!�������)����� �������������
������ �������������������"���,+������������������������������-�- ������������������������
����������������.������������ �������
���/����������!�������)�����������������
�������
�������������������������������
��++�������%

���$�!����01--�
���������������������� �����������
������������������������
������������+���,-��������'����������
���/����������!�������)�������������������������
�������������������������������������������!�������)��������'
�������� ����"����1 ��-�+ ����������
���������2�%�����%)2!���������������������������������������$
������
������������������������������������
����������������������������������������
�������������������������������������!������3���� �%���������
�������������������������3����4�����������%���
�����������������������������������������������������%���������� ������������������
�����������)�������!�����������������������4������������������������������������
������������������ �������������������)�������!�����������������5������ ��������������������������������������������������
��������������������������
��� ������������������������
����������������������������������
���� ������������������������������������������
�������������������������� !����������� �������������������������
��������������������.�����������"���,+ ��-�+ ����������������������
��++�����%������������������������
����������������� �����������������������������������
�������
����������������������������������������������������������6��� �6��������%�������������$�����������������$������������ �%��������� ����������������������������������������������������
�������
�����������������������������������
��++��7��89:;�<=�>?<@9:?<A� BA:;C?D�E;9FGC;� 8;FHC?I:?<A� JGDK;C�<=�89LF� M:?IG@9:;N�O;A9@:L�>9@G;�"����-�+� !��
����������������"���,+ ��-�+�������
�������.������)�����������%������"��������������� ����!���������������
����������������.�����������"���,+ ��-�+���������������
�����������)�������!�����������������������������.������)�����������%���������� ���������������%

���$�!��������"������!)�� +1� 01--�
�������P��0Q 1--�
10



����������	�


������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ ������������������������������������!����������������������������"�#�����#�"������������������$�������������������������������������������������������������������������%�����������������������������������������������������������������&'���������!��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������#������������!�����(������)�������������)�����������������������������&������������������������������������������������������������������������������������*+,-./0+12�3140/+,15�678�93:;*�<,7/0+,745��� �����������=������������������������%���������������������������������")����������������������������������!��������������������>?))@����������������������� ��>��@'>���@�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������)����������!�= = ����A����=B!�= =�!�����������������������")����������������!��������������������������������������������������������(������)�������������)���������������C����� :0+1�76�<,7/0+,74� 3080D1+18� :EF�<0/.1� 318D,+�G,D,+� G,D,+�HI-1� *+,-./0+12�3140/+I�<0/.1�#�����= =��J����  �KB��  �KL����� ������M�N����� O�L �M���= =��?))� �K�B���PQ� � ���PQ� M�������#������� O=!   �M���= =��?))� R=S� RLS� ��������T������� O=!L  �A����B!�= =��#������� 	�R����PQ� ��	���PQ� ������M�N����� O�!   �A�����	!�= =��#������� ���	���PQ� ��	���PQ� ������M�N����� O�!   �A����=B!�= =��#������� K�KB���PQ� ��	���PQ� ������M�N����� O�!   �HUHVG� OB!RL ��H7+0/�*+,-./0+12�3140/+I�:1D042��� J�������������������������������!�����(������)�������������)��������������������������������������������������������O�L!�L ���?���(������)�������������)�����������������������������&��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������N����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������N������������������������������B������������������������W:�387X12.815�F1Y082,4Y�30ID14+�76�*+,-./0+12�3140/+,15�� �����������=��������������������������������(������)����!�����)����!��������������&��������������������������������������������������������Z���������������������������������[���������������������������������������������������������������L S�������������������������������(������)���������
11



����������	�


���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� �����!����"������������������������"�������#$
�%
�����&&�������"��������������'����������"�#(�	(
�����������#(�	(
������ ��� )���&&�����&��*�����&����)+������������%,���������������*��&���������������������������������"�-��������.����������������� �*�����%����"�������&��������������������"����������-�����������&&�����&��*�������������/������� ��������&�������������������%
������� ��������&�������������������������"���������.�������������-"����&����&�0����1���������������&�������&���������������'������-"�����������/�������-������-"���������&��*�2�&&���&����-��3������������-"����������������*�����������4�� ���� ��&������0����&��5���&��,	�6�����7�����8���������� ��&�������59���
,	:�� 1������&������������������-��������������������������������������&�������&��"����������&����&��������������������;��������������������������������������"��������������������������������"��*���������������� ��������&���������������������&�����&������&�������-������������������������5<�&�������-���/�=
=$=$=$$,$������������������/������� ��������&������ ��"���������������"�-��-"�&��&>���"�-�����?����>��������������������������� ����������@�������������4�� ��� �����4��������A����������B����������������������&���


� ��������������&������������>���//
�$�� ��"�����������������-���&&���������-"������������������������������"���������������������������"������*���������������� ��������&���������������������&�����&������&�������-��������������������������������/������� ��������&������)�����������������&�����������������.��������������������������������"�������&����'�������������&����+C������� ��������&����D���&��E��� 0���*����������&��������&������&�������������&����+C���������������		������� ��������&������������������������*���������������4����� 0����5<4��  ������������������������&�������&������ �����������F��������A�����&������������� .����������������<���&���� G�H�(	$$�G���0���>����������� B������������ ���,����=(	$$�� ��4�� ,�,�
$��
,($�� �
12



����������	�

� 
�������� ���������������������������� � � � �������������������������������� ���������!��������"������� #���$���� �������%�������� &'$'�����(������)*��� � � � � &'$'�����(������)*�� )+**�	���"��!���$!����)���,+*-�*./�� � � +++�0����1���"��!���2�3�)4�� $��������0�����������45)*)�� � � � �����������������44�)6���������'��7� �'��"�� � � � � �������'����7� �'��"�� ����� +*	'��6'		4���� � � � � ����� 4*1'+1)'	6+6��
�������$������� 8���0���������������� ��� �������������������������������� ����� �'%'�2�3�)))5**�8!���!���������445))-)5**��9��'������7������'��"�� ���� 4*1'.	�'�6	.��� 8���������!������ ���������������:�;����������������� )*6)�0����.���"��!���$!����+**������������������44�*)-)44.�� ���� 4*1'+	4'�+5*�9�������'�!����7������'��"�� �<���������=����"����������!�����������������������������������:���"����������� !��������!����� �����!����!�����$�������><����������������������'���� �������:�!����������������������������� !���� ����������!�������"������������������������������ !�������������?��������������=����"��������������������!���������������'��� $��!���:�!���"����:�@!�������������������������������:�!���:���������������������������,+*	/���6-		4���(���:�2��������,4*1/�.	�-�)5*������"��:�!����!����������������A�=����B��=��$������������:��&'$'��� �����������8!����������,+*+/�	)	-54)	�����������;��������������������(����������!���������,+*	/���6-+)*5����8���������!������$���������������������:�;���������������� �����������B������,4*1/�+	4-�+5*'���
13



������������

	
����������� � � � � � ��������������������������������� � �� � � � � � ����������������
���
������ ���������������������
�������� ������
!
�
�����!
���������������
����������"��
���#$� � ���� � � � � � ��������������������������������� � �� � � � � � "�����%�������
������
!
�
������&��������������������������!
��������������!��
����������� �����'� �(
��)������
������������� *
���+���
������
���� �������,�-��������������"����*������.�"��/����� ����
���� 
������
��������������+����������������� ��
0�1��(�2��1��3�	���������������� ��
���
456785�9:67;<9=5>?>@ABBC�D>?EFG�HC�456785�9:67;<9=�5A@FI�JKJLMKNMJO�KNIPNIPQ�RKSTKKT

14



City of Palmer, Alaska: Ordinance No. 21-017 Page 1 of 2 

City of Palmer  
Ordinance No. 21-017 

Subject:  Amending Palmer Municipal Code 4.15.060 to modify residency requirements for certain employee 
positions. 

Agenda of: October 12, 2021 

Council Action: ☐ Adopted ☐ Amended: ____________________________________
☐ Defeated

Originator Information: 

Originator: Mr. John Moosey, City Manager 
Department Review: 

Route to: Department Director: Signature: Date: 
Community Development 
Finance 
Fire 
Police 
Public Works 

Certification of Funds: 

Total amount of funds listed in this legislation: $ 

This legislation (√): 
Creates revenue in the amount of: $ 
Creates expenditure in the amount of: $ 
Creates a saving in the amount of: $ 

X Has no fiscal impact 

Funds are (√): 
Budgeted Line item(s): 
Not budgeted 

Director of Finance Signature: 

Approved for Presentation By: 
Signature: Remarks: 

City Manager 
City Attorney 
City Clerk 
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City of Palmer, Alaska: Ordinance No. 21-017 Page 2 of 2 

Attachment(s): 
1. Ordinance No. 21-017

Summary Statement/Background: 

The City of Palmer has residency requirements for certain employee positions.  The City Council desires to modify 
that residency requirement for the City Clerk position. 

Currently Municipal Code 4.15.060 states: 

A. In accordance with the Charter, the city manager shall be a resident of the city during his or her
tenure in office.

B. The city clerk shall be a resident of the city during his or her tenure in office within 180 days of hire.

C. All department directors, fire chief, and the police chief shall reside within five miles of the city limits
within 180 days of hire. (Ord. 16-010 § 3, 2016; Ord. 12-001 § 3, 2013)

The purpose of the Ordinance is to modify the City Clerk residency from within the City Corporation limits to 
within five (5) miles of the City of Palmer corporation limits. 

Administration’s Recommendation: 

Adopt Ordinance No. 21-017 
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City of Palmer, Alaska: Ordinance No. 21-017 Page 1 of 2 

CITY OF PALMER, ALASKA 

Ordinance No. 21-017 

An Ordinance of the Palmer City Council Enacting 

WHEREAS, The City of Palmer seeks to attract the best candidates for the City Clerk; and 

WHEREAS, the housing market within the City of Palmer is at its highest demand, limiting available 
housing opportunities; and 

WHEREAS, the current five mile radius of the City of Palmer has been successful when applied to the 
City’s director positions. 

THE CITY OF PALMER, ALASKA, ORDAINS: 

Section 1. Classification. This ordinance shall be permanent in nature and shall be incorporated into the 
Palmer Municipal Code.  

Section 2. Severability. If any provisions of this ordinance or application thereof to any person or 
circumstances are held invalid, the remainder of this ordinance and the application to the other persons or 
circumstances shall not be affected thereby. 

Section 3. Palmer Municipal Code Section 4.15.060 is hereby amended to read as follows (new language 
is underlined and deleted language is stricken): 

A. In accordance with the Charter, the city manager shall be a resident of the city during his or
her tenure in office.

B. The city clerk shall be a resident of the city during his or her tenure in office within 180 days
of hire.

B. C. The city clerk, All all department directors, fire chief, and the police chief
shall reside within five miles of the city limits within 180 days of hire. (Ord. 16-010 § 3, 2016;
Ord. 12-001 § 3, 2013)

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY 
Introduced by: City Manager Moosey 

Date: October 12, 2021 
Public Hearing: October 26, 2021 

Action: 
Vote: 

Yes: No: 
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City of Palmer, Alaska: Ordinance No. 21-017 Page 2 of 2 

Section 4. Effective Date. Ordinance No. 21-017 shall take effect upon adoption by the city of Palmer 
City Council.  

Passed and approved this _____ day of _____, 2021. 

_________________________ 
Edna B. DeVries, Mayor 

_____________________________ 
Nichole Degner, Interim City Clerk 
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City of Palmer, Alaska: Ordinance No. 21-018 Page 1 of 2 

City of Palmer  
Ordinance No. 21-018 

Subject:  Amending Palmer Municipal Code 2.04.065 to modify the Appointment process 

Agenda of: October 12, 2021 

Council Action: ☐ Adopted  ☐ Amended: ____________________________________
☐ Defeated

Originator Information: 

Originator: Richard Best, Council Member     Steve Carrington, Council Member 
 

Department Review: 

Route to: Department Director: Signature: Date: 
Community Development 
Finance 
Fire 
Police 
Public Works 

Certification of Funds: 

Total amount of funds listed in this legislation: $ 

This legislation (√): 
Creates revenue in the amount of: $ 
Creates expenditure in the amount of: $ 
Creates a saving in the amount of: $ 
Has no fiscal impact 

Funds are (√): 
Budgeted Line item(s): 
Not budgeted 

Director of Finance Signature: 

Approved for Presentation By: 
Signature: Remarks: 

City Manager 
City Attorney 
City Clerk 
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City of Palmer, Alaska: Ordinance No. 21-018 Page 2 of 2 

Attachment(s): 
1. Ordinance No. 21-018

Summary Statement/Background: 

Please accept this language as a way of correcting our code language to prevent gridlock when we have a 
vacancy on the council. This will allow for the mayor to make an appointment and for Council to have an 
opportunity to override a Mayoral appointment. We had a situation a few years ago where we utilized three city 
Council meetings trying to find a way to get members on board with appointing somebody for six weeks. This 
was ineffective and did not serve the public. 

2.04.065 
Appointments. 

A. When a vacancy occurs, except in the case of recall, the clerk shall publish public notice of the vacancy
and, for 14 days after the first publication, receive applications from persons interested in being
appointed to the vacant seat. The Council Mayor may review the applications and/or interview applicants
in any reasonable public manner. Not later than 45 days after the seat is declared vacant, the council
(Mayor) shall appoint from among the applicants a qualified person to fill the vacant seat;

B. If less than 30 days remain in a term, the council Mayor shall appoint, using the process described in
subsection (A) of this section, a qualified person to fill the vacancy no later than the second regular
meeting following the election. Council may object and vote to override the appointment, if a majority
votes to override the mayor’s appointment the appointment will not stand. The mayor would then be
required to appoint another qualified candidate.

C. If 31 or more days remain in the term and the notice of offices to be filled has already been advertised
for the next regular election, the council Mayor shall appoint no later than the second regular meeting
following the regular election. The clerk shall publish notice of the vacancy no later than 45 days prior to
the first regular council meeting following the election and, for 14 days after the first publication, receive
applications from persons interested in being appointed to the vacant seat. The council Mayor may
review the applications and/or interview applicants in any reasonable public manner;

D. Persons appointed to fill a vacancy shall serve until the next regular election, at which time a successor
shall be elected to fulfill the remainder of the unexpired term of office;

E. Notwithstanding subsection (A) of this section, if the council’s membership is reduced to fewer than
four council members, then the remaining council members Mayor shall appoint as many qualified
persons to the council as are necessary to once again constitute a quorum. The council Mayor shall utilize
any procedure which is reasonable under the circumstances in making the appointments required by this
subsection and shall make the appointments not later than seven days after the quorum was reduced to
less than four members;

F. Appointees shall qualify for and assume the duties of office within 10 days after appointment, unless
such time is extended by the council Mayor for not more than 30 days. (Ord. 11-003 § 4, 2011; Ord. 648 §
3, 2005)

Administration’s Recommendation: 

Adopt Ordinance No. 21-018 
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City of Palmer, Alaska: Ordinance No. 21-018 Page 1 of 2 

CITY OF PALMER, ALASKA 

Ordinance No. 21-018 

An Ordinance of the Palmer City Council Enacting 

WHEREAS, a vacancy on the council can cause voting gridlock; and 

WHEREAS, the council will retain the ability to override a Mayoral appointment. 

THE CITY OF PALMER, ALASKA, ORDAINS: 

Section 1. Classification. This ordinance shall be permanent in nature and shall be incorporated into the 
Palmer Municipal Code.  

Section 2. Severability. If any provisions of this ordinance or application thereof to any person or 
circumstances are held invalid, the remainder of this ordinance and the application to the other persons or 
circumstances shall not be affected thereby. 

Section 3. Palmer Municipal Code Section 2.04.065 is hereby amended to read as follows (new language 
is underlined and deleted language is stricken): 

A. When a vacancy occurs, except in the case of recall, the clerk shall publish public notice of the
vacancy and, for 14 days after the first publication, receive applications from persons interested in being
appointed to the vacant seat. The Council Mayor may review the applications and/or interview
applicants in any reasonable public manner. Not later than 45 days after the seat is declared vacant, the
council (Mayor) shall appoint from among the applicants a qualified person to fill the vacant seat;

B. If less than 30 days remain in a term, the council Mayor shall appoint, using the process described in
subsection (A) of this section, a qualified person to fill the vacancy no later than the second regular
meeting following the election. Council may object and vote to override the appointment, if a majority
votes to override the mayors appointment the appointment will not stand. The mayor would then be
required to appoint another qualified candidate.

C. If 31 or more days remain in the term and the notice of offices to be filled has already been
advertised for the next regular election, the council Mayor shall appoint no later than the second regular
meeting following the regular election. The clerk shall publish notice of the vacancy no later than 45
days prior to the first regular council meeting following the election and, for 14 days after the first
publication, receive applications from persons interested in being appointed to the vacant seat. The

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY 
Introduced by: Richard Best, Steve 

Carrington 
Date: October 12, 2021 

Public Hearing: October 26, 2021 
Action: 

Vote: 
Yes: No: 
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City of Palmer, Alaska: Ordinance No. 21-018 Page 2 of 2 

council Mayor may review the applications and/or interview applicants in any reasonable public 
manner; 

D. Persons appointed to fill a vacancy shall serve until the next regular election, at which time a
successor shall be elected to fulfill the remainder of the unexpired term of office;

E. Notwithstanding subsection (A) of this section, if the council’s membership is reduced to fewer than
four council members, then the remaining council members Mayor shall appoint as many qualified
persons to the council as are necessary to once again constitute a quorum. The council Mayor shall
utilize any procedure which is reasonable under the circumstances in making the appointments required
by this subsection and shall make the appointments not later than seven days after the quorum was
reduced to less than four members;

F. Appointees shall qualify for and assume the duties of office within 10 days after appointment, unless
such time is extended by the council Mayor for not more than 30 days. (Ord. 11-003 § 4, 2011; Ord. 648
§ 3, 2005)

Section 4. Effective Date. Ordinance No. 21-018 shall take effect upon adoption by the city of Palmer 
City Council.  

Passed and approved this ___ day of __________, 2021. 

_________________________ 
Edna B. DeVries, Mayor 

_____________________________ 
Nichole Degner, Interim City Clerk 
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2022 Proposed Budget 

Is available on the city’s website at 
https://www.palmerak.org/finance/page/budget-documents 

with hard copies provided at the 
meeting. 
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